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90/911
Police

Belize City: 90/227-2597
Belmopan: 822 2311
Benque Viejo: 823 2082
CayeCauker: 226 0353
Corozal: 422 2105
Dangriga: 522 2091
Independence: 523 2200
Orange Walk: 322 2090
Punta Gorda: 722 2032
Santa Elena: 824 4208
San Ignacio: 824 2095
San Pedro: 226 2372
Fire Stations

Karl Heusner Memorial Hospital: 223 1548
Corozal Community Hospital: 422 2080
Northern Regional Hospital (Orange Walk): 322 2072
Dangriga Polyclinic: 522 3832
San Ignacio Community Hospital: 824 2066
Westen Regional Hospital (Belmopan): 8222264
Punta Gorda Hospital: 722 2026
Hospitals







90
Ambulance


936
National Emergency
Management Organization (NEMO)


223 3292
Belize Emergency Response Team (BERT)


222 5260
Channel 16 (Marine Radio)

0 800 922 8477
Crime Stoppers International


0 800 292 9688
Domestic Violence Unit


0 800 776 8328
Child Abuse Hotline

[bookmark: _Toc353209923]Table of Contents
Important Telephone Numbers	4
The National Prayer	5
The National Anthem	6
The Preamble to the Constitution of Belize	7
Introduction	12
The Western Hemisphere	12
The North and South American Continents	13
The Isthmus of Central America	13
Belize: Caribbean and Central American	13
The Boundaries of Belize	14
The border with Mexico	14
The border with Guatemala	14
The Belize territory	15
The Belize Exclusive Economic Zone	15
The National Symbols	15
The Flag	15
The National Tree	16
The National Flower	17
The National Animal	17
The National Bird	18
The Population of Belize	18
Ethnicity	19
Religion	20
The Districts	20
Corozal	21
Orange Walk	22
Belize	23
Cayo	25
Stann Creek	27
Toledo	28
Geography	28
Geology	29
Geologic History	30
Soils	30
Climate	31
Rivers	33
Caves	34
Transportation	35
Roads and Highways	35
Air Travel	37
Marine transport	37
Sea Ports	37
Ports of Entry	38
Belize Ecosystems	39
Resources and Conditions	39
Ecosystem structure	41
Ecosystem energy	41
Marine Ecosystems	42
Open Sea	42
Coral Reefs	43
Seagrass beds	49
Mangroves	50
Terrestrial ecosystems	53
Savannas	53
Broadleaf forests	55
Pine Forests	59
Freshwater Ecosystems	61
Belize Agro-ecosystems	63
Protected Areas	63
Types of Protected Areas	63
Biodiversity	65
List of Protected Areas	65
Archaeological/Historical Sites	69
Corozal	69
Cerro Maya	69
Santa Rita	69
Orange Walk	70
Lamanai	70
Nohmul	71
Cuello	71
La Milpa	71
Colha	71
Belize	72
Altun Ha	72
St. Georges Caye	72
Yarborough Cemetery	72
Battlefield Park	72
Cayo	73
Caracol	73
Xunantunich	73
Cahal Pech	74
El Pilar	75
No Hoch Che’en	75
Tipu	76
Barton Creek	76
Actun Tunichil Muknal	77
Pacbitun	77
Cara Blanca	77
Stann Creek	78
Serpon	78
Mayflower	78
Toledo	79
Nim Li Punit	79
Lubaantun	79
Uxbenka	80
Pusilha	80
Xnaheb’	80
Hokeb Ha Cave	81
Payne’s Creek	81
The Belizean cultures	81
The Maya	82
The British	82
The Africans	83
The Creoles	83
The Garinagu	83
The Mestizo	84
Americans and Canadians	85
The East Indians	86
The Chinese	86
The West Indians	87
Middle Eastern People	87
The Mennonites	88
The Arts in Belize	88
Music	88
Gombay and Sambai music	89
Bruckdown music	89
Punta Rock music	89
Classical Music	90
Dance	90
Maya and African Dance	90
Traditional Folk Dance	90
Contemporary Folk Dance	90
Classical Ballet	91
Visual arts	91
Louis B-Lisle	91
Benjamin Nicolas	92
George Gabb	92
Carolyn Carr	92
Museums and Art Galleries	93
Libraries	95
A History of Belize	95
15,000 BC-7,000 BC	95
7,000 BC-2,500 BC	96
2,500 BC-1,500 AD	96
Maya Agriculture	97
Maya Architecture	97
Maya Mathematics	99
Maya Government	99
Maya Economy	100
The Maya Collapse	100
The Maya after the Collapse	101
1502 -1641	101
Entrance of the Spanish	101
Expulsion of the Spanish	103
1650s – 1871	103
Logwood and the entrance of the Buccaneers	103
Conflicts between the Buccaneers and the Spanish	104
The Three Anglo-Spanish Treaties	105
Anglo Spanish Wars	105
The Battle of St. George’s Caye	105
The Rise of Mahogany	107
African Slavery	107
African Resistance	107
Labour after slavery	108
The Anglo Guatemalan Treaty	108
Crown Colony	109
1871-1950	109
Increasing trade with the USA	109
WWI	110
Soberanis and the Labour and Unemployed Association	110
WWII	111
The General Workers Union	112
Devaluation	112
Social Stratification	112
1950-1964	113
The People’s Committee/Peoples United Party	113
The Split	115
The Politicization of Belize	117
Hurricane Hattie	118
1964-1981	118
Self Government	118
The Guatemalan Threat	118
The Webster Proposals	119
Internationalization of the Problem	119
Land Reform and Investment	120
Independence	121
1981-Present	124
Post Independence	124
Heroes and Benefactors	126
Na Chan Ka’an	126
The Flowers Bank Fourteen	127
Will and Sharper	127
Dr. Karl Heusner	128
Baron Bliss	128
Antonio Soberanis	130
Clifford Betson	131
Thomas Vincent Ramos	132
George Price	133
Elfreda Reyes	134
Leigh Richardson	135
Philip Goldson	136
Percy Gentle	138
Isaiah Morter	138
Samuel Haynes	139
Nurse Vivian Seay	139
Nurse Cleopatra White	140
Gwen Lizzaraga	141
Nicolas Pollard Sr.	141
Henry Fairweather	142
Evan X Hyde	142
Zee Edgell	144
The Belize-Guatemala Dispute	145
What is the Belize- Guatemala dispute?	145
The Guatemalan position	145
Britain’s Position	146
Belize’s Position	147
Attempts to solve the Anglo-Guatemalan Dispute/Belize Guatemala Differendum	147
Government	151
The constitution	151
The Constitutional Amendments	153
The three branches of Government	154
The judicial branch	154
The legislative branch	155
The executive branch	156
The Main Functions of the Three Branches	158
How laws are made	158
The Alcalde System	160
The Ombudsman	161
Justices of the Peace and Commissioners of the Supreme Court	162
Political parties and elections	162
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)	165
The financial system	166
Social Security	168
Taxes	169
Personal Income Tax	170
Business Tax	170
General Sales Tax	170
Customs Duties	171
The Economy	171
Structure and the currency	171
Imports	171
Exports	171
Government Finances	172
The Sectors	172
GDP	172
GDP per Capita	172
Inflation	173
Balance of Payments	173
Debt	174
The Industries	176
The Sugar Industry	176
The Banana Industry	177
The Citrus Industry	178
The Fishing Industry	179
The Aquaculture Industry	180
The Papaya Industry	182
The Cacao Industry	183
The Petroleum Industry	183
Business Process Outsourcing Industry (BPO)	184
The Tourism Industry	184
Opportunities for investment	185
Agriculture	185
Agro-processing and light manufacturing	186
Tourism and Allied Services	187
Information and Communication Technologies	188
Professional Services	188
Energy	188
Quarantine	188
Products for personal use	189
Regulated imports	189
Prohibited imports	189
Industry and Professional Associations	189
Labor Unions	190
Conducting Business	190
Essential Business Processes	191
Environmental Clearance	194
Building Clearance	195
Real Estate	195
Incentives to invest	196
Public and Bank Holidays	196
The Press	196
Education	197
The Church State System	198
Infant Schools	198
Primary Schools	198
High Schools	198
ITVETs	199
Junior Colleges (Sixth Forms)	199
The University of Belize	199
Galen University	200
The University of the West Indies	200
Health	201
The Healthcare System	201
Immunization	202
Prevalent Diseases	203
Energy	204
Fossil Fuels	204
Electricity	205
Solar electricity	206
Biomass energy	206
Telecommunications	207
Sports and Entertainment	207
Useful Websites	208
General Information	208
Government	208
NGOs	209
Tourism	209
Industries	209
Media	210
Literature Cited	211
Glossary	211





















































































 (
Belize
)


 (
Alta Mira Buena Vista Calcutta Caledonia Carolina Chan Chen 
Chunox
 Concepcion 
Consejo
 Copper Bank Corozal Town Cristo Rey Libertad Little Belize Louisville 
Paraiso
 
Patchakan
 
Progreso
 
Ranchito
 San Andres San Antonio San Joaquin San 
Narciso
 San Pedro San Roman San Victor Santa Clara 
Sarteneja
 
Xaibe
 August Pine Ridge Blue Creek Carmelita Chan Pine Ridge 
Cuatro
 
Leguas
 Douglas Fire Burn Guinea Grass Indian Church Indian Creek Orange Walk Town San Antonio San Carlos San 
Estevan
 San Felipe San Jose San Jose 
Palmar
 San Juan San 
Lazaro
 San Lorenzo San Luis San Pablo San Roman Santa Cruz Santa Marta Shipyard Tower Hill 
Tres
 
Leguas
 Trial Farm Trinidad 
Yo
 Creek Belize City San Pedro, A.C. Bermudian Landing Biscayne 
Bomba
 Boston Burrell Boom 
Caye
 Caulker Crooked Tree Double Head Cabbage Flowers Bank Freetown 
Sibun
 Gales Point Gardenia Gracie Rock 
Hattieville
 Isabella Bank La Democracia 
Ladyville
 
Lemonal
 Lords Bank Los Lagos Lucky Strike Mahogany Heights 
Maskall
 Rancho Dolores 
Rockstone
 Pond Sand Hill Santana Scotland 
Halfmoon
 St. Paul's Bank Western Paradise Willows Bank 
Arenal
 Armenia Belmopan 
Benque
 Viejo Billy White Blackman Eddy Buena Vista Bullet Tree Falls Calla Creek 
Camalote
 Central Farm Cotton Tree Cristo Rey Duck Run 1 Duck Run 2 Duck Run 3 Esperanza Frank's Eddy 
Georgeville
 La 
Gracia
 Los 
Tambos
 Lower Barton Creek More Tomorrow Ontario 
Paslow
 Falls Ringtail Roaring Creek San Antonio San Ignacio Town San Jose 
Succotz
 Santa Elena Santa 
Familia
 Santa Marta Selena Seven Miles Spanish Lookout Springfield St. Matthews Teakettle 
Unitedville
 Upper Barton Creek Valley Of Peace 
Dangriga
 Town Alta Vista Cow Pen Georgetown Hope Creek Hopkins Hummingbird Community Independence Kendall Long Bank Maya Beach Maya Centre Maya 
Mopan
 Middlesex Mullins River 
Placencia
 Pomona Red Bank Riversdale San Juan San Roman Santa Cruz Santa Rosa 
 
Sarawee
 
 
Seine Bight 
 
Silk Grass
 
 
Sittee
 River South 
Stann
 Creek Steadfast Valley Community 
Aguacate
 
Barranco
 Bella Vista Big Falls Bladen Blue Creek Cattle Landing 
Conejo
 
  
Corazon 
  
Crique
 
 
Jute
 
 
Crique
 
Sarco
 
 
Dolores 
 
Dump 
Elridge
 Forest Home Golden Stream 
Hicattee
 Indian Creek Jacinto Westmoreland 
Jalacte
 Laguna 
Mafredi
 Mango Walk Medina 
  
Bank Midway
 
 Monkey River 
 
Otoxha
 
 
Pine Hill 
 
Pueblo Viejo
 
 Punta 
Gorda
 Town 
   
San Antonio 
 
San Benito 
Poite
 
 
San Felipe 
 
San Isidro 
 
San Jose 
 
San Lucas 
 
San Marcos 
   
San Miguel 
 
San Pablo 
 
San Pedro 
 
Columbia 
 
San Vicente 
 
Santa Ana 
  
Santa Cruz  
 
Santa Elena  
 
Santa Teresa 
  
Silver Creek 
  
Sunday Wood
 
 
Swasey
 
 
Trio 
 
Yemery
 
 
Grove 
)




